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Physicel Set-up | |
. 0 forced labor camp which exists at the coal gine 'Wesola IT' is situated within the
boundaries of the mine, It consists o. aix barracks tc acecmmodata’ the irmatgs, one
.barrack which serves as a recraation and meeting place, one auwministiration vuziuing
and the so called 'Bloock No, 7' where the kitchen, massroom, a“orercoms and the camp
cantuen are located. The area of the camp is surrounded by a double barbed wire fenceé
apd five watch towers, Durins !the night the whole area of the caup is 111nm1nnted.

3. "The 1nmates (about 800 to 850) are accommodated in the above-mentioned six aleeping
barracks. The eanitary conditions are very bsd. There are oaly a few washing places
ia the camp ana, very 1nudcquate bath facilities.

|
Comp mu.eaE Procedureg Food, wg_.gea & Work Scheduls i
o ) e inmates 1is 1ssue prison garments, one blanket (in winter two blankets),

one bowl and one spoon. It 1s ‘forbiddcn to rave any private belongings or articles for
every=&ay use, In parcels, vhich can be sent to inmates, only the clothing and undervear
of the prison type can be included., No foodstuffs or cigarettes ar. allowed, n' money
is sent to an inmate, it 4s hept on the 'iron account' and paid only when the prieoner
18 being released. ! ‘
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5. "Food was very 1nad.equhte. It mainly conaisied of gruel and scupe made of potatoes
apd cabbage. Muat was served only a few times a year; on thé occasions of State or ‘
Party celebrations. The aaily ratiomrof bread was LOO grame.

6. "The monthly wages of inmates amounted on the average to 400 or. 450 zloty., Ovuvt of
this q.mountrsoﬁ was deducted for the 'upkeep'! in the camp, 254 wae paid to the 'iron
account' of the inmate and the rewaining 25% was transfaovred tc his 'canteen acsount’.
Sush axrticles as bread, cigarettes and candy were availa e in the can%een for every-
body, but more valuable itemc, such ag bacon, butter; lard and sugar, were resexved
only for ‘'activists’.  The prices 4n the camp canteen were very high, sach as on the
'free' market, ‘ o

7. "From the 'cantsen' accounts of inmates various deductions were made by the camp
management for 'damage' of garments, undervear and blankets allegedly made vy inwates.
Altnough they receive only used articlee, vhich wear out quickly and of which some
are already in bad shape, every two or three months a general check-up is carried out
in the cexp, and for all 'damages’ fornd by the commission the inmates have to pay
the full price for a new article. Thus, °*or a torn blanket the management deducts -
as much as 110 zloty., ' It was & usual procedure that the torn blanket, for vhich the
inmate was ordered to pay the full value, was than erudely repaired by resewing and
issued to another inmate, who in turn was again made to pay its ¢o+al value when after
one or two months the :stitches came apart. i !

8, "The work lacted seven days & veek, with only rare exceptions.  No additional wagcs' were
paid. for work on Sunday. !

pes of Inmates
. "Awong the 830 immates vho had been detained at a certain time in the camp, about 10%

were Germans and a few inhabitente of Silesia and Masuria who refused to accept Polish
citizenship and declared themselves to be Gerisans. Among the Temeining inmates & large
number were those who! tried to cxrcss the “rontier illegally and after having been
caught were sentenced short terms of imprisonment. There wae also & group of
sailors whe had been caught vhile attempting to Jump thelr ships, and & number of
soldiers sentenced for variocus offenses against discipline. The nuzber of common
eriminale among the inmates was rather small. As a rule, they were used by tho camp
management: as informers and sples.

11. "In 1951 and 1852, among ine inmates vere the following:
a. Antoni Bykoweki,
b, Feldiks Niegolewskd
c. Tadeusz Seweryn
d, Marian Makowka
e. Adam Augustyniak
1. Rudolf Smo
8. Werner Furgeo
., Bronislaw Marek
3. Horst Ruske
3. Teodor Gxuszka
X, Jan Stanczyk;

1. Kazimlerz Szsarpala

m. Zenon Sosncwskl
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13. "Many of the above-enumerated prisoners have alréady been reledsed SPow pr-ison as

the result of the amnesty announced at the end of 1952. In the 'Wesola II' eamp, = =
special celebration was held on I December 1952 when the first 18 prisdners were frecda
A gpecizl orchestra wus brought to the camp to play on the occasion When these first

18 inmaies were ralcased. During Necember .1952 apwvroximately 200 ifmates were rclessed.
However, goon afterwords two transports with about 100 new prisoners.agrived in the
cemp.. They were made up mostly of prisoners with long sentences (five years and up). -

s
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Special System 2f Bonuses o IR S U

IL. “just before the announcement of the amnesty & special syvtzuw of bonusée was introdured
in the camp. For overfulfilment of the daily work morm by 110% or more, every suth
wo-king day was countedlas two. However, the decision alway: amained in the hunds of the
prosecutor, and in practice, only those inmates who in addition to their labor uahjevii=
ments worked also as iuformers could expect the shortening of their detention.

-

15. “Many prisoners later detained in the forced labor camp of the 'Wesola IT' coal wmine
had also been used in the actual construction of this newly establish.d mine, onc of
‘seven new mines which they are nlanaing to open ur under the six-yar plan. During the
construction period, apart from about 800 prisoners, over 300 free workers and a det:ch-
ment from the Labor Batpalions,about €D men strong, worked there. o

T e e

ExploZitation of Coal Mine
6. "The new pit, 'Wesola II', is situated in u forest, weat from Myslowice. At present it
has a depth of 340 meters, but furiher work for the purpose of deepening the pit up to
500 meters is being carried out. o

o

17. "The exploitation of the mine astarted in October 1952 &-d is now conducted in five
sections. The pit is c:onsidered os a Ycold' one and during the conatx;&ction‘work water
was often found in the gelleries. The seams are low, on the «verage 1,20 m,. but the
quality of coal is high and aceording to rumors eirculating smong the immates, the
mined ccal is sent for further processing to chemical plants. T

=

18, "As the seams are so low, the work in the mine is very difficult and :tkesone. Miners
have to work as a rule !in a bent and often Kneeliry position. ) R .

' R N s
19. “The quick pace at vhich the mine was built resulted in very careless exesution of
preparatory works, which nov causes wany accidents duricg the actual ‘exploitation of
+he mine. Gelleries collapse and props and pillars break. Particulurly inadequate
are pumping installations . In the second a~d third sections, the water often reaches
20 cm in the galleries. T )
20. "The treansport installations are also of a very poor quality snd perforuancc. All uver
the mipe Soviet-made 'Pantser' conveyors were installed. They are 1light snil casy W
transport from one place to another, but their chains are too weak and Bresk very often.
A Polish-made conveyor' patterned after the Soviet model and called ‘Pancei - Pzp - I',
although heavier is far better and does?'t break or get damaged as often us its Soviet

modela
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! ' 21. "Although Coumunist propeganda boasted that the 'Wesola II' pit bad beei supplied with
‘ - 11h2 wost modern equipment, the plain truth ls that the majority of drills working in
the ‘mine are of tue old Gorman make. There are no spare parts to these drille. They |
vere to be shipped from Bast Geraany before the opening of the pit, but they never ! ‘
_arxived. | Th(s csusecs many stoppages. ‘ j E 2
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| 22, "Another cause of stoppages 1s & very irregular supply of pit propa. ~Often they are of! ‘ ‘
; ;. vory poor quality, with knots ox bends. This in turn causes many acéidents in galleries. ‘ 2
_Oue of the wore serivus accidents occurred last Decembt:r/19527 in Section six. One | :
c“vilian miner «nd one “amate of the camp were killed while Tour other inmates were I
badly injured and bad to be sent to the hospital. According to rumors, all these ‘
| ‘four later died in the hospital. , ' !

23. ":ﬁn the Hpﬁion of on-imprisoned miners who had been sent to the "Hesola II' pit, the
conditions of work in this new mine are particularly hard. This ie perhaps the reason {
that the‘ ;mJority of miners euployed in this mine is composed of prisonexrs, |

i
|

24, "The smpridoned miners, working under such unfavovable conditions, without even Sunday |

raots (#n 1952 they had only about four fres Sundays) , were so exhausted that they g ;
bad no swamina or will to use various sport installatlons in the'camps or to go to H
the rearewvion room. They mainly played checkers or read papers, 'Mauy of them i
subscribed to various dailies. In the camp there were aome copies of the:paper, '
Trybuna Ludu, local Party newapepars and several weeklies end monthlies,”.

|
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